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Salt Lake City Mayor Ralph Becker  

Reaffirms Position on Senate Bill 81  
 
The Hispanic residents in our community are a valuable part of our Salt Lake City family.  Their 
rich culture and strong sense of community help, in part, to make Salt Lake City a diverse and 
dynamic place to call home.   I have stated many times my belief and commitment that every   
member of our community be treated with respect and dignity.  Because of that commitment, I 
reaffirm my position to refuse cross deputization of our police officers, as allowed for by Senate 
Bill 81, along with the majority of Utah cities. 
 
I am disappointed in Representative Herrod's remarks that question the integrity of our police 
chief.  Chief Burbank has my full support and trust.  He along with the entire Salt Lake City 
Police Department plays a valuable role in protecting and serving our City. It is not an easy job 
and they perform it with integrity and honor.   

Chief Burbank is appropriately focused on keeping our community safe. Both Chief Burbank and 
I agree that cross deputizing, which is optional but not required under Senate Bill 81, greatly 
hinders our police department’s ability to prevent criminal activity in our City.    
 
I have invited Representative Herrod to meet with me to resolve his misunderstanding of the 
data provided and to clarify the misperceptions he has of Hispanics in Salt Lake City.    
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