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PROPOSITION #1
Public Safety Buildings

This information has been compiled as part of Salt Lake City’s efforts to educate voters about “Proposition # 1: Public

Safety Facilities” that will be on the Nov. 3, 2009 ballot.

What is Proposition #1?

Prop. #1 is a proposed $125 million general obligation bond that will pay for a Public Safety Building, underground park-
ing structure and dedicated Emergency Operations Center. Below is information on the proposed buildings:

Emergency Operations Center:

911 emergency communication services

Command and coordination center for first responders

Information technology, telecommunications and voice radio systems

Separate building will save money as well as meet Homeland Security standards, making the City eligible for
federal funding.

Will meet current seismic safety standards
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What is Proposition #1? (Continued)

Public Safety Building:

e Central Command Center for Police and Fire

e Investigation and detective divisions

e Dedicated space for victim advocates

e Victim-sensitive interview rooms separate from suspects
Public service areas that include employment fingerprinting and a safe prescription drug destruction drop-off
point

Interview rooms

Records division

Space for gang investigators and gang suppression detectives
Fire prevention bureau

Fire inspection office

Space for arson investigators

Medical division

Vice and narcotic units

How much will it cost?

The bond cannot exceed $125 million. The estimated tax impact is: $6.25 monthly, which is $75 yearly, for the av-
erage residential property (based on avg. $260,890); and $43.52 monthly, which is $522.32 yearly, for the average
business (based on avg. $1 million).

Assessing the Need

Salt Lake City sits along one of the five most dangerous earthquake faults in the nation. Experts anticipate a major
earthquake could occur any time. New public safety buildings will replace current deteriorated facilities and will be
able to withstand earthquakes. Salt Lake currently does not have a dedicated Emergency Operations Center, leaving
residents and businesses highly vulnerable in the event of an emergency or catastrophic event.
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e Isnot rated functionally survivable in an earthquake.

e Was built in 1957 and designed to house 275 employees; it currently houses over 500 public safety and first re-
sponse employees. This violates minimum industry standards.

¢ Contains work and evidence storage areas that are vulnerable to water damage and sewage leaks.

e Incurs maintenance, operations and utility costs that are over $650,000 annually, approximately 70% higher than
other similar buildings in the City.

Is now the right time?

Bond interest and construction rates are at the lowest in decades. By building now the City can save millions of tax
dollars. But the recession has also created financial strain for many individuals and businesses. After weighing the
safety and emergency needs, financial benefits and the current economy, the Mayor and City Council unanimously
concluded that it is in the best interests of the citizens to address this issue immediately.

For additional information go to
www.slcgov.com/psb
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