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Mission Statement 

To protect life, the environment and 

property from events or occurrences 

that could otherwise have a detrimental 

impact on our quality of life. 

Our mission is accomplished through… 

1. Community education and pre-

vention 

2. Emergency response 

3. Preparation and planning 

4. Networking with other agencies 

and jurisdictions 

July Responses YTD Responses 

Medical Calls  12,092 

Fire Calls        3,132 

Call Volumes—YTD 



Focus on Fire Safety: Children 
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The Courage to Act  

Did you know that 50 percent of child fire deaths affect those under the age of 5?  Escaping from a fire 
can be difficult for very young children because they generally lack the motor skills and mental capabili-
ties needed to quickly escape a burning building.  The U.S. Fire Administration provides fire prevention 
information to teach children and their caregivers about the dangers of fire.  Protect your kids … install 
and maintain smoke alarms and residential sprinklers and practice home fire escape plans to ensure 
your children will be safe if a fire were to start in your home. 
 

Children and Fire ɀ Life Saving Tips 
Young children are not able to sense danger in the same way as adults.  They have a very limited ability 
to react quickly and properly in an emergency situation as well as little control over their environment.  
This increases their risk of death and injury in a fire. 
 

Keep matches, lighters and other items used for ignition in a secured drawer or cabinet out of the 
 reach of children. 

Teach your children to tell you when they find matches and lighters. 
Always dress children in pajamas that meet Federal flammability standards.  Avoid dressing children 

 for sleep in loose-fitting, 100% cotton garments, such as oversized t-shirts. 
Teach children not to hide from firefighters, but to get out quickly and call for help from another 

 location. 
Show children how to crawl low on the floor, below the smoke, to get out of the house and stay out. 
Demonstrate how to stop, drop to the ground, and roll if clothes catch fire. 
Develop and practice a home fire escape plan and designate a meeting place outside.  Get out and 

 stay out. 
Familiarize children with the sound of your smoke alarm. 
Replace mattresses made prior to the 2007 Federal Mattress Flammability Standard. 
Check under beds and in closets for burnt matches, evidence your child may be playing with fire. 

 
 
Prevention Starts with You! 
As of 2004, 96 percent of homes in the United States had at least one smoke alarm.  However, only three-
quarters of all homes had at least one working smoke alarm. 
 

 

What Can You Do? 
Install a smoke alarm on every level of your home. 
Test smoke alarm batteries every month and change them at least once a year. 
Consider installing a 10-year lithium battery-powered smoke alarm, which is sealed so it cannot be 

 tampered with or opened. 
Create and practice an escape route with your family. 

 

 

More information is available from the US Fire Administration at: http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/focus 

http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/focus

