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WRITERS WANTED
For small, local business 

profiles or Arts and 
Entertainment features.  Please 

contact jboyack@gmail.com 

6:00pm 	Mobile Watch Meeting

6:30pm	Neighborhood Council Meeting
	 Welcome by Chair, Polly Hart
6:35	 Police Report, Brian Wahlin
6:45	 Mobile Watch Report, Georg
	 Stutzenberger
6:55	 Mayor’s Office Report, Joyce Valdez
7:05	 Elected Officials Reports
7:30	 Request for zoning/master plan
	 change at Hansen’s Service Station,
	 200 N / 200 W from RMF35 to
	 Neighborhood Business
7:50	 Request for conditional use for 
	 condominium conversion at 324-
	 326/326R W 600 North, Nephi
	 Kemmethmueller
8:05	 Informational presentation on
	 proposed inter-county natural gas
	 pipeline, Kern River Gas Co.
8:20	 Swedetown updates, Willie Salas
8:30	 Adjourn

Next meeting:
June 17, 2009, 6:30 p.m.

Capitol Hill Neighborhood 
Council Meetings
Wednesday, May 20, 2009

State Capitol Senate Cafeteria

An Old Friend Remembers 
Larry H. Miller

by Stephen Sorenson

With the recent passing of Larry H. 
Miller, who grew up in the Capitol Hill 
neighborhood, the Bulletin asked Stan 
Olsen, a long-time friend, to share a few 
memories of Larry.

Q:  How did you become acquainted with 
Larry? 

A:  We lived in the same neighborhood on 
Capitol Hill.  Larry was on Columbus Street 
and I was on DeSoto.  He was a year ahead 
of me in school, and we first really became 
acquainted when Little League baseball was 
established in the Capitol Hill area.  From 
then on, we had a continued association in 
school and sports. 

Q: Tell me a little about Little League 
ball on Capitol Hill and your and Larry’s 
involvement. 

A: The Little League ballfield was located 

on the northeast section of the Capitol 
grounds, the area now occupied by the 
upper parking lot, bordered by 500 North 
and East Capitol Boulevard.  The league 
started in 1956 (my father was the first 
league president).  We had a diamond and 
some bleachers. It wasn’t exactly Dodger 
Stadium.  There was lots of dirt — the 
closest grass was probably across 500 North 
in the residential yards.  No sky suites in 
those days. 

Larry was a pitcher, but also a good 
catcher.  He soon discovered you could 
get your knuckles and head hurt that way.  
He was a very talented athlete — very 
competitive as well.   

Q: I understand that Larry went on to 
achieve some real notoriety playing ball.  

A: Larry’s great expertise was in softball, 
although if he had put his mind to it, he 
could have been a fine quarterback — he 
could really throw a football a long, long way.  
After Little League I don’t think he played 
baseball, although he had a great love for it 
(as evidenced in his acquisition of the Bees 
team).  Larry got into softball playing on 
the local LDS ward team, coached for many 
years by Glen Lloyd.  Larry was drawn to 
pitching and could also hit well.  He went 
on after that and expanded and started to 
play in recreational and commercial leagues 
with some of the really good teams like the 
ones sponsored by Page Brake and Peck 
& Shaw.  He began to play a lot more, and 
apparently he played a lot when they moved 
to Colorado.  

We really had a great time.  When you play 
with somebody who’s really got remarkable 
ability — he was clearly the standout of 
our team, whether it was curve balls, rise 
balls, drop balls, change-ups, he could do 
all those things.  I think it was somewhat 
self-taught, but knowing him, he may have 
read every book on softball he could get his 
hands on.  The memories come back of me 
catching for Larry, squatting in the dirt and 
waiting for Larry to throw it past some guy 
who didn’t know what was coming.

As you know, he eventually ended up in 
the International Softball Congress Hall 
of Fame as one of the top pitchers in the 
country.  

He knew math well and science well.  
When Larry was a senior at West High 
and we had that great basketball team with 
Dick Nemelka and others, won 21 straight 
and went to the state finals, Larry was the 
basketball manager, the stats guy.  If you 
told him, “So-and-so shot five for six today” 
or whatever, he’d know the percentage 
instantly.  He did all kinds of statistical 
things with great ability.  He was a great fan 
— he really would get excited at some of the 
games when we were winning. 

Q: Do you remember when he played 
marbles as a boy, when he was the city 
champion? 

A: A little.  I remember the rings they 
played in were immense.  Larry could really 
shoot. 

Q: As a friend growing up, did you see 
any indication of his later business skill?

A:  Of course, you can look back and 
make stuff up, but really, Larry always had 
an incredible memory and a great ability 
to understand technical things.  I’ve said 
before, without exaggeration, that Larry 
would read Scientific American (with 
articles about radio space and so on — 
serious stuff by people who knew what they 
were talking about, not just pop science) 
and would understand it, while the rest of 
us were still reading comic books.  And 
Larry would talk about gear ratios and 
understand it perfectly, and the rest of us 
would say, “What?”  He had a great memory 
for songs — KNAK was the big station then 
— and I think he had very fine recording 
equipment.  In understanding technical 
and scientific things, he was remarkable.  
Clearly a different and unusual guy. 

  As you look back, given his intelligence 
and understanding of how things worked, 
it’s not surprising that he would end up 
doing something unique and unusual.  But 
it helps to put it in perspective — his great 
ability to do things.  

  Larry clearly knew he had ability in all 




