
Live from Washington, DC!
by Noel Sandberg

noelsandberg@gmail.com

In the weeks since the Inauguration 
of President Barack Obama there has 
been a lot of talk about his acceptance 
speech. Many claim it was rather tame 
and uninspiring, lacking the “nothing to 
fear but fear itself” and the “ask not what 
your country can do for you” of speeches 
past. My experience of his speech 
while standing on the frozen Capitol 
grounds of Washington DC, was that his 
purposeful departure from emotional, 
crowd inspiring rhetoric to more 
subdued and solemn language displayed 
Obama’s commitment to his position. 
He seemed to understand and embrace 
the responsibilities and challenges ahead 
of him. I found it to be a refreshing 
departure from the casual smarminess of 
the Dubya era. The crowd that Tuesday 
morning that used to chant, “Yes we 
can!” was compelled to chant instead 
“O-BAM-A, O-BAM-A”. We chose him 
because we believe he can. It was clear 
to me, though, as I looked around at the 
sea of hopeful and proud faces (about 3 

million faces) that there is hope.
Now for the hard part — doing the 

things he promised during his campaign. 
The economic slump has affected us in 
Utah. People in our neighborhood have 
begun to feel the crunch — homes are 
going into foreclosure, workers are 
getting laid off, and there is more and 
more competition for fewer jobs. Tuition 
has gone up, and banks aren’t lending 
like they used to. During the election, I 
saw Obama signs in yards and windows 
all over our neighborhood. Capitol Hill 
and Marmalade neighborhoods tend to 
vote Democratic, and we are all holding 
our breath and looking to our new 
President to bring about that change he 
so eloquently ensured us he would.

But I have hope. I have hope that 
Obama’s call for political transparency in 
Washington will reach our Capitol here 
in Utah and that our political leaders 
will represent our interests in an honest, 
ethical manner.

I have hope that a country that elected 
a black president can transcend ALL 
prejudices. I hope that we can extend the 
rights of everyone regardless of physical 
appearance to everyone regardless of 
sexual preference. I hope that we can 
live by the creed that ALL men(/women) 
are created equal and have certain 
inalienable rights…including the right to 
marriage.

I have hope that we as a people, and 
as a community here in our Capitol Hill 
neighborhood, can follow President 
Obama’s call for personal responsibility. 
The only way to see change is to be that 
change. Each one of us can actively 

take responsibility for our roles in the 
economic and environmental crises 
and become more conscious of what we 
use, consume, or waste. We can work 
to become part of the solution, not the 
problem. And that is exactly what I 
intend to do.

Noel Sandberg currently works as 
Development Coordinator for KCPW 
88.3 FM/105.3 FM

Three Cheers for the 
Friendly Neighborhood Pub

by Luke Garrott, SLC Council, District 4
luke.garrott@slcgov.com

Can you feel the good cheer? Alcohol 
reform is coming to Salt Lake City.

From the top of the political pyramid 
on down, multiple forces are at work. At 

the Legislature, lawmakers will hear Gov. 
Jon Huntsman’s request to change the 
private-club structure. In Salt Lake City, 
the Downtown Alliance leads a group 
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Call for Submissions
If you would like to participate 

in writing for The Bulletin, 
please contact John Boyack at 

jnboyack@gmail.com

6:00pm  Mobile Watch Meeting

6:30pm Neighborhood Council Meeting
 Welcome by Chair, Polly Hart
6:35 Police Report, Brian Wahlin
6:45 Mobile Watch Report, Robert King
6:55 Mayor’s Office Report, Joyce Valdez
7:05 Elected Officials Reports
7:30 Vote on 527/575 North 300 W
 request for conditional use for Utah 
 Power boxes
7:40  Presentation on zoning change 
 request at 121 North 300 W 
 (Howard Johnsons)
8:15 Request for zoning change 
 and minor subdivision at 240 West
 N. Temple (City Creek Inn)
8:30 Adjourn

Next meeting:
MArch 18, 2008, 6:30 p.m.

Capitol Hill Neighborhood 
Council Meetings

Wednesday, February 18, 2009
State Capitol Senate Cafeteria

Lauren Mueller Lists Five 
Romantic Restaurant 

Recommendations for you and 
your’s this Valentine’s Day: 

* Em’s Restaurant, 271 Center St
* The Paris Bistro, 1500 South 1500 E
* La Caille, 9565 Wasatch Blvd
* Fireside Dining, Deer Valley 
 Mountain Resort
* Figaro, 1061 E 900 SouthNoel Sandberg




