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234 North Main Street

This Old House: Part 2
Double Suicide and Tragedy

part of the history of 234 N. Main
by Elizabeth L. Nichols

In the earlier days, a lovely old 
mansion-style home was located 
on the site where Panorama 
Condominiums now stand.  Its 
address was 234 North Main 
Street, because it faced North 
Main.  Panorama Condominiums 
faces Hillside Ave and is 8 Hillside 
Ave.  (See December 2008 Bulletin 
article] for a Panorama article and 
picture, www.chnc-slc.org.)

As you can see in the below 
photo, the house at 234 North 
Main was located north of 
McCune Mansion, a well-known 
historic home at 200 North Main 
Street.  The house numbered 
234 North Main had an original 
number of 280 North Main (Lot 4, 
Block 3, Plat E.).  It is listed in the 
early Polk Directories of Salt Lake 
City as 280 N Main; but a change 
in house numbers took place 
sometime between 1900 and 1911 
(proved by a US census listing for 
1900 and a 1911 map showing 
both the original curb number 
of 280 and the house number of 
234).

The building permit for the 
house at “lot 4 block 3-E” was 
issued 21 August 1890 to J. A. 
Fritsch & Co. This property was 
purchased in March 1890 by John 
A. Fritsch, and sold in 1891 to 
his father, Francis Fritsch, and 

became home to both of 
them and other family members.

Katrinka Fritsch, wife of Francis 
and mother of John, died in 1895; 
John Fritsch died in 1916 from 
a mountain-climbing fall at Mt. 
Rainier; and his father Francis 
died in 1920. The management of 
the family business and property 
went to Helena Fritsch Penner 
and her husband William Henry 
Penner, who committed double 
suicide in May 1931.  Mis-use 
of funds of the highly respected 
Fritsch Loan and Trust was soon 
reported in the papers.  

The next resident home owners 
were Alfred and Anna Kreidler 
who purchased it in 1936 and 
lived there 1937-1957. In 1958, 
the house was torn. And in 1961-
63, the new building, Panorama 
Apartments, was built by Hillside 
and Main, Inc.

Editor’s note: This corrects some 
information stated in a Bulletin 

article in September 2004, 
including the address of this home, 
which was incorrectly stated as 5 
Capitol Ave. This was the residence 
address for Francis Fritsch in 1906, 
but not the home at 234 N Main.

SLC Police Report
by David Wierman

6:00pm 	Mobile Watch Meeting

6:30pm	 Neighborhood Council Meeting
	 Welcome by Chair, Polly Hart
6:35	 Police Report, David Wierman
6:45	 Mobile Watch, Robert King
6:55	 Joyce Valdez, Mayor’s Office
7:05	 Reports from Elected Officials
7:25	 I-15 Crossings update
	 Catherine Higgins, UDOT
7:40 	 Cond. Use request for two utility
	 boxes located at 527/575 N 
	 300West, Ray Milliner
7:55	 The Jam update, Bob McCarthy
8:30	 Adjourn

Next meeting:
February 18, 2008, 6:30 p.m.

Capitol Hill Neighborhood 
Council Meetings

Wednesday, January 21, 2009
State Capitol Senate Cafeteria
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