
GACC CO M M U N I T Y ME E T I N G
Wednesday, February 4th at 7:00 p.m.
Sweet Library, 9th Avenue and F Street

AGENDA (times approximate) 
7:00

7:10

7:45

7:55

8:05

8:25

8:45
8:50
GACC meetings are conducted in accordance with GACC by-laws and under the direction of the GACC 
Chair. As such, all comments and questions will be moderated for time constraints and conduct.

Welcome and Announcements
Judith Locke, 2009 GACC Chair 
Community Reports
•Police  •Legislature     •School Board  
•Mayor’s Offi ce   •Special Events    •GACC Committees
•City Coucil  •County Council •Sweet Library 
Annual Treasurer’s Report  –  GACC Treasurer Ann 
Tilson presents a review of GACC’s 2008 expenditures 
and income. 
Cell-Phone Driving Hazard – GACC Traffi c Committee 
Chair Jim Jenkin presents hazards of driving while using cell 
phones (see pg. 4). A discussion to pass a community resolution 
to commit to not use cell phone while driving will follow.
SL Council Tavern Ordinance – Two presentations on 
the ordinance before the City Council that will allow 
taverns to become bars/private clubs (see article this page).
Demonstration Garden Pergola – The Demonstration 
Garden Committee presents plans for a pergola and 
requests funds from the GACC. A vote on the requests 
is expected.
Open Forum – Time permitting, one minute per person.
Adjournment

Point / Counterpoint At this month's GACC meeting on 
Wednesday the 4th, MADD-Utah Public Policy Representative 
Jaynie Brown will present arguments in opposition to the 
proliferation of bars and taverns in residential mixed-use (R-MU) 
areas. Her article below is followed by a counterpoint based on  
comments from Salt Lake City Councilman Luke Garrott.

No thanks to bars and private clubs in our neighborhoods. 
Allowing bars/private clubs into residential mixed-use (R-MU) 
areas will increase alcohol social problems, negatively affecting 
residents’ quality of life. These problems include crime, violence, 
DUI crashes, underage drinking, and child abuse. 
 Research into the environmental factors – access and 
availability, product types, price, and promotion – that affect 
alcohol sales shows a direct link between high-octane alcohol 
availability and more crime and violence: A National Highway 
Safety Administration publication states that “Research . . . 
demonstrates a connection between alcohol availability and 
public health outcomes. . . Public health problems will increase as 
availability increases (through lower prices or increased physical 
access) and will decrease as availability decreases. Youth are 
particularly sensitive to these alcohol availability variables.” 
 Other research (by the Pacifi c Institute for Research and 
Evaluation, or P.I.R.E.) explains that “In neighborhoods where 
there are many outlets that sell high-alcohol beer and spirits, more 
violent assaults occur . . . A high density of outlets is strongly 
related to violence regardless of a neighborhood’s economic, 
ethnic, or age status. . . The regulation of availability is important 
because research generally shows that when alcohol is more easily 
available, people drink more and more alcohol problems occur.” 
Another P.I.R.E. publication asserts that “Alcohol access is . . . 
related to the type of child maltreatment, with higher densities 
of bars being related to higher rates of child neglect, and higher 
rates of off-premise outlets related to higher rates of child physical 
abuse."
 While taverns, which are allowed in R-MU zones, do sell 
beer, they can’t sell high-octane alcohol and don’t attract as many 
customers. Allowing them to become bars would change that. Full 
service restaurants, which don’t attract as many problem drinkers, 
can sell the same products as a bar and locate in R-MU zones, 
providing neighborhoods with the alcohol they seek. 
 Before we enact a policy that will harm residents, we need to 
study the environmental research and protect the safety and well-
being of our neighborhoods.

It is time for the friendly neighborhood bar. Currently before the 
Salt Lake City Council is the zoning change request from Andy’s 
Place, a neighborhood bar located at 500 East and 300 South. The 
zoning change will allow Andy’s Place to become a private club 
and enable them to serve liquor in addition to the beer they are 
already permitted to serve. This change would apply to the entire 
R-MU zone, which runs roughly from South Temple to 400 South, 
and 200 East to 500 East.
 This kind of zoning change will allow more neighborhood 

bars and taverns to fl ourish in Salt Lake. This means more local, 
neighborhood-based economic development, more fostering of 
strong neighborhood communities, and less driving to reach the 
nearest private club.
 Supporters believe bars that serve liquor are a legitimate 
community amenity, increasing walkability, building community 
among neighbors, and decreasing impaired driving. Instead of 
having to drive to an establishment downtown, residents of a 
neighborhood will have the option of walking to a local pub. 
 On January 13, the Salt Lake Tribune printed an editorial, 
Local bars - Neighborhood Watering Holes. According to the 
editorial, the Salt Lake City Police are not opposed to the zoning 
change: “Police Chief Chris Burbank tells us that, in his experience, 
it’s not the kind of beverage license that matters as much as the 
management of the club or tavern. If the people in charge follow 
the state’s laws and rules conscientiously, there’s usually not a 
problem.” The Tribune endorsed the zoning change for Andy’s 
Place and further recommended that other areas of the city be 
permitted to open private clubs: “We think there’s something to be 
said for opening more small commercial areas of the city, places 
like 9th and 9th, and 15th and 15th, to neighborhood bars. The city 
is right to promote local businesses and walkable communities in 
most neighborhoods, and that applies to clubs as well as to grocery 
stores."

www.slc-avenues.org
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