
 

Purpose Statements: 
 

Downtown Districts 
 

21A.30.010 General Provisions:  

A. Statement Of Intent: The downtown districts are intended to provide use, bulk, urban 
design and other controls and regulations appropriate to the commercial core of the 
City and adjacent areas in order to enhance employment opportunities; to encourage 
the efficient use of land; to enhance property values; to improve the design quality of 
downtown areas; to create a unique downtown center which fosters the arts, 
entertainment, financial, office, retail and governmental activities; to provide safety 
and security; encourage permitted residential uses within the downtown area; and to 
help implement adopted plans.  

21A.30.020 D-1 Central Business District:  
A. Purpose Statement: The purpose of the D-1 Central Business District is to provide for 
commercial and economic development within Salt Lake City’s most urban and intense 
areas.    A broad range of uses, including very high density housing, are intended to foster 
a 24-hour activity environment consistent with the area's function as the business, office, 
retail, entertainment, cultural and tourist center of the community and the region. 
Development is intended to be very intense with high lot coverage and large buildings 
that are placed close together while being oriented towards the pedestrian with a strong 
emphasis on a safe and attractive streetscape and preserving the urban fabric of the 
downtown area.  This district is appropriate in areas where supported by applicable 
master plans.  The standards are intended   Inherent in this purpose is the need for careful 
review of proposed development in order to achieve established objectives for urban 
design, pedestrian amenities and land use control. particularly in relation to retail 
commercial uses.  
 
21A.30.030 D-2 Downtown Support District:  
A. Purpose Statement: The purpose of the D-2 downtown support commercial district is 
to provide an area that fosters the development of a sustainable urban neighborhood that 
accommodates commercial, office, residential and other associated activities uses that 
relate to and support the central business district but do not require a location within the 
central business district. Development within the D-2 downtown support commercial 
district is intended to be less intensive than that of the central business district, with high 
lot coverage and buildings placed close to the sidewalk.  This district is appropriate in 
areas where supported by applicable master plans.  Design standards are intended to 
promote pedestrian oriented development with a strong emphasis on a safe and attractive 
streetscape and to retain the historic fabric of the neighborhood.   
 
 



 

 
 
 
21A.30.040 D-3 Downtown Warehouse/Residential District:  
A. Purpose Statement: The purpose of the D-3 downtown warehouse/residential district 
is to provide for the reuse of existing warehouse buildings for multi-family and mixed-
use  while also allowing for continued retail, office and warehouse use within the district. 
The reuse of existing buildings and the construction of new buildings are to be done as 
multi family residential or mixed use developments containing retail or office uses on the 
lower floors and residential on the upper floors.  This district is appropriate in areas 
where supported by applicable master plans.  The standards are intended to create a 
unique and sustainable downtown neighborhood with a strong emphasis on urban design, 
adaptive reuse of existing buildings, alternative forms of transportation and pedestrian 
orientation. 
 
 
 
21A.30.045 D-4 Downtown Secondary Central Business District:  
A. Purpose Statement: The purpose of the D-4 secondary central business district is to 
foster an environment consistent with the area's function as a housing, entertainment, 
cultural, convention, business, and retail section of the city that supports the Central 
Business District. Inherent in this purpose is the need for careful review of proposed 
development in order to Development is intended to support the regional venues in the 
district, such as the Salt Palace Convention Center, and to be less intense than in the 
Central Business District. This district is appropriate in areas where supported by 
applicable master plans.  The standards are intended to achieve established objectives for 
urban and historic design, pedestrian amenities, and land use control, particularly in 
relation to retail commercial uses.  
 
 
 


